Tl‘llS is. very graceful,
. worthy of its begtnmng
 not read anything of the kind so excellent
. since Dav1d Gilmour’s book on the Penfolk.
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’TWIKT THE LAND AND ' THE
| | MOSS.

T o z‘]za Edzz’or of THE BRITISH WEEI{LY
SIR —Twixt the Land and the Moss”

1s the story of the Unitec Presbyterian .
-;'ff';f;'-'i:"l”Church in Kerth from 1773-1897.

t_"*’._?";i:'_wrrtten by.' the - present minister, the Rev.
. W. H. Macfarlane, and is pubhshcd by
. 'Mr.. Elliot,  of Edinburgh, at-the price of
. ’one-and-sixpence.

It is

The dedication runs ;
; 3 Mo natd 4 ' |
g All to .whom"
4 The Little: Church
Aigiidisidear::

-2 And to .
The Old Town,

i "Twrxt the Land and the Moss,

- for which '
It has done what - it could

“

and ' the book is

 Of course Mr. Macfarlane does not com-

ﬁ_?-_;;.__.__:"_"l‘pete with Mr. Gilmour.
-":f-"-r__"_'.-j.'stratghtforward narrative, but he tells it

He tells a plain,

with so much heart, and 1nsrght and liter-

ary Sklll that his book may be read even
.-__,.."'.;;'f'_-,wrth Gilmour’s masterptece
5'-”5;}_3'_f_"'Scotch mlmster told me lately that he once
:-j;‘,-'-",_'f._;‘-f:spent a; day '
. Ascertaining that he came from Parsley,‘
'}'-j?, j{f,‘,izt_merth 1mmed1ately asked, ‘' Are there: any
. Penfolk there now?”
f.;;.l.;i_'..'f‘i,f‘than Smlth susual scholarshtp, for Gilmour
i ::'._j'.._:‘tells us ‘at-the beginning that: William
;?'.";_DICkIe was. the last of the Penfolk. . But it
s 31gn1ﬁcant that for Smith as for many

A brilliant

- with - ‘Robertson Smith,

Thrs showed less

: othel‘ people Palsley 1S 1nterest1ng mainly

'-".;"245"‘"'_‘-"{because 1t was the home of these Chris-

_lllttle Banffshlre town of Keith permanently

And Mr. Macfarlane has made the

attractwe to many by this ‘history of a

Gt xellglﬂus commllth! a history which no

._j}f, -.:-__'*one will regret buymg and reading, and

7.'“-.

SRS ,vhlch ought to pass far beyond the circle
of those immediately concerned. One of
i;‘l":l;_'-'the first figures introduced to wus is Mr.
-5-;fl‘,W1lham Brown, the minister of Craigdam,
the ﬁrst secession .congregation 1n the
""jl;_f.'i_?"". North l:.ast of Scotland.
e ordamed on the 22nd of ]uly, 1752,-00 a
?sttpend of £15 a year.
’;but ‘one - text:

Mr. Brown was
As a rule he had
in a year, which ° was
::announcEd on'the morning of  the’ annual
-cornmunlon and under which was em-
[braced an entire system of doctrine. The

o solemmty and ‘tenderness of his appeals

. "L

‘-"'- S the rmmn mmlster

»liet

g)rtnter ran ‘short “of capital O’s.
.energy was' 1rrep*re551ble

‘1eld his hearers spellbound and so great
was ‘his unction that in setting up his
sermorl‘ “What think ye of Christ?” the

,publlcatron was delayed because the
His

He Wouldr not
‘He, was called by some
and by others “the
“and both were rlﬂ'l’lt

ttake time to walk.

weepmg “minister,”

: "‘i:_E-Ie continued his service for nearly fifty

iU
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o
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A _-years, and among his successors was the -

7 j}.;-fzr’amous Patrick: Robertson commemorated
' r'i-"-f'f_f::_,un the Verse : |

i '\’Ir Patrlck Robertson
Who long did serve the Lamb
Iu that department of His church
At Tarves near Crargdam

We get an, other beginning of the secession
;_-"-__'m the lonely .nd stormy parish of Cabrach,

-
ol 4
5 -
.‘. 'I

aa preacher of remarkable force,

famous for. its h 1, whlch js. mentioned in
Scotts t Anthua'ry ” Mr. Macfarlane tells

us that Mr. Troup v1stt€d the place in 1761,

| ,,and preached his first sernion on the banks
| «of the Deveron, from the: text, “Like a
Hia crane or a swallow, so'did I chatter,
G any audtence _gathered. from . geventeen
. parishes, -
.T'f’,;-f_,preached from'in the same piace by Mr.
]ames MOI‘ISOH, who afterwards became:
-ir'7-?,'_,:;li_=ithe founder of' the Erangellcal ‘Union
-'L'?""i.fChurch but no. doubt M. Macfarldne is
n'tght ; | ;

I had thought this was- the fext

We have next au account of George

Come, about. whom a book. should be
wntten

,,George ‘Whitefield and other famous:

gpr eachers, he had his favourite themes.

! F
L f,. o

| -_i't-h
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.resrgued

. One of them was Elisha’s multiplying of
!E‘é;-'"-,-i_’"__,"-'uthe @11 in the W1dows ‘cruse, which some,
."."f.'.-_fi"?_ff.;_l- n‘hymester has commemorated thus :—

/ <6 Up by Tough and down by Towie,
" ’Twas aye the wifie and her:bowie ;
.&nd roon by Keig and, Tullynessle,
‘Twas still the wifie and Ler vessel.”

Mr Cowre came mto colltslon with the

Church Courts for allowmg laymen to
,preach ‘and ‘had 'passed upon him the’

sentence of deposition  and the lesser

e:ccommumcatton akle gave  a great
unpulse ‘which still lasts, to  the whole

1eltgtous life of the district:

as Mr. 1~Robert Moffat
ttrouble wrth ‘some - of . his. people %D’d
Iu preachmg his

R

In. tact, I have

to

-He was a born erangeu"‘t and
Lie

A iaje'well

-

‘known as- a good writer, and who co-

people that has done so much for you ;

a servant' of the Lord.”
the misguided' man, whose mind had‘-

1n

| astonishment, Messrt i
‘derson answered stmultaneously, and int

S -‘the very same words. _
was asked, and with:a similaz vegylt.. It; |

‘after seeing that

J
|
1 L1
Il I

i
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sermon, he made certatn statements whlch
SO greatly vexcited' one of ' the elders,
William Matheson by name, that he ros
in his seat, and in an incoheren
manner . said, ‘I = am, sorry ' yo
have made so many charges -against

‘N—*ﬂ""-,ﬁ'-(bn

)

e i i Nl

upon which the minister. savaﬂely retorted,
‘‘If that man die a natural death, I am not
The same. mght

previously become unhmged took his own
life. . This tragic occurrence sent athrrll
of horror through the whole community:!
and stirred 1S unreasonmg superstitiou
prejudices. to their deepest depths. O

| the day. appointed for the funeral a grea

crowd, armed with  sticks and stones, as;
sembled. at the churchyard, determlned to
prevent its desecratton by the admtssmn
of a suicide’s remains. - In the end the
coffin was laid down under one. of thel

walls, partly within and partly w1thout

the hallowed enclosure 5 AR
What has struck me most in readurg
the book is the way in’ which a little dis-

‘senting congregation may be connected

with ‘The country,

the - great ‘world.

minister can never tell what may come of" |

the youhg men and women who Sit
his pews. Mr. Macfarlane rtghtly
quotes as a motto Carlyle’s famous words

about the seceder clergY: and it 1s well |.
known what obligations  he confessed*-
to the priestliestt man- he : ever . knew |

Mr. Johnston, of Ecclefechan 1§ ﬁnd
here several names: known beyond Keith,
and even beyond the Urnted Presbytenaq
Church. We are. told, for example,: that
the Rev. Alexander Millar, one’ of "the
mtnlsters of the church at Keith for three:
‘or ' four years, during his theologica] |
course -successfully conducted a school Iq"
‘his native town of Huntly, and had Geol ge_
Macdonald ‘as one of his pupils.. D";..
Macdonald has told us in his books muclr
about the religious history of that region,
and I hope he will be induced to tell us
more, and in a.more direct form.
wonderful that the pale gold blossom and:
consummate flower of ‘Macdonald’s genius,
should have grown in such a strath, ancl,f
yet perhaps not so strange when you come.
“to think of it. Another name that str1lres.r
me 1S that of Madame Paul Bert, the

widow of the eminent French statesman“;“
and writer. Madame Bert was a dauﬂhter -

~of Joseph Clayton, one of the Umted:
| Presbyterian elders in Keith, and she st1llj
‘takes a warm’interest in the old church
‘Of her father we are told that he 'was a
‘man of refined, artistic, and sometlmes;
fastidious tastes. “ The order and beautyf
‘of his garden were a fair reflex of the.

in character, ]L‘ldlClOUS in- counsel, and
dignified but kindly in' manner, he early.
won, and to the last retained, the respect.
and esteem of all who were associated.

Wltll him in the work of the congregatton

and in times of trouble and bereavement
'his words of ‘comfort.and encouragement,

which were always wisely, tenderly, and.

seasonably spokeu, soothed .many a
sorrowful heart.” He was an elder for

twenty-five years, ‘and for the same perlod'

superintendent’ of the Sabbath-schooli_

On the Sabbath before his death he was‘

in his place. at the Lord’s Supper, so that
his labours ended only with his life.
A third name is that of Thomas leay-
son Henderson, probationer, Lathomes,‘
who was called to be minister of thq
church in 1873. I am not perfectly
certain, but I thmk that this is the Mr. T}

F. Henderson who has since become well

operates with Mr. ‘Henley in his-edition
of Burns.

there is perfect identity of feeling ancJE~

conviction between himself and his frtend

and that all the judgments in the book are'.
‘to be tajken as coming from two hearts

that beat as one. This union of hearts rs"

touchingly ewzemphﬁed in a recent artrcle_"
“in the New. Revietwd

on Highland Mary,'

which -is  simply and’ pathetically signed |.
« 1. and H.” Thereis a weird story about

an interviewer who waited upon Messrs__

Henley and Henderson -to -discuss wrth
S thetr new edition of Burns Both

the 1nterv1etver’ Wlth natural dlfﬁdence.

his - pencil was welL
h a queqtlon. To hlS

ed, began wit
sharpen 5 s. Henley and- HeIl"i

was posmble to distinguish betweej Mrl

‘Henley's accent and Mr. Henderson’s, the
1 it some trace of thd.

But they kept time aud_
| tune admirably, and, as I said, even m

iatter having 1
native - Doric.

Mr. Henley has declared 'that-|

i

~of " recent novels
o Dracula
'medteeval ‘vampire . legend

'Eugllsh work of fiction has this legend'
| long time in his mind, and' that he spent
| about three years in writing. it.

always been interested ' in .the vampire | ‘.

"*~,

.Mr Henley would ever have had a chance

of ‘being elected United Presbyterlan

minister of Keith. /1 also find it difficult | bedroom and . stands looking over his'|
shoulder,. there is‘no reflection of him. in‘f
| the small shaving glass Harker has brougbt;

to thrnk that he would have ever written

- Mr. Hendersons artlcle in the British and

Evangelical Review

Liorergn ‘against

Matthew Arnold’s theology, though when:
I remember how kindly he once wrote |
‘about ' Mrs:

‘Henry Woods novels, all
thmgs seem possrble

the former

I have only touched on a very few of

the many points of interest in this delight-
ful volume, Tand.I._shall. be glad if many of
'your readers secure a copy.
‘that it is abundantly, and. not too abun-
,;dantly, illustrated. : | 2

I should add

I am, srr, yours, etc.,
| § CLAUDIUS CI.EAR.
Basz! Regzs ﬂfzddZese.r Trze.s'doy

M R. BRA M S TOKER

A CHAT WITH THE AUTHOR OF
s « DRACULA.”

One of the most mterestlng and exciting
is: Mr. Bram Stoker’s
It deals with ‘the ancient
and in no

been SO br1llrantly treated The scene 1is
laid partly in Transylvama and pa1tly in
England The first- ﬁfty—four pages, whtch
give the. _]ournal of _]onathan Harlrer after

: leavrng Vienna untll he makes up his

;mind to escape_ from Castle Dracula, are
in their weird power altogether unrivalled

| in recent ‘fiction. *The only book which

Pl
Itts

[
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Another questmtl -;

their longest addresses never diverged I 1q__

smgle word.

record, and/l'am told that the mtervtewer
has never. been quite the same man since.

I find 1t somewhat dtfﬁcult to tlnnk that .

'Count.
| thim :

,see_m,ed_ to _lnde_ his face from us.

as he turned to us. .
smiled, and. the lamplight fell on a hard-
‘looking mouth, with very red lips and

} e

to -my knowledge at all .compares with
them is “The Waters. of Hercules,” by

‘ELD. Gerard, which also treats of a -wild

‘and little  known portron of = Kastern '

Europe. 'Without-revealing the plot ‘of
the story, I may say

vamprre Count, is a young solicitor sent:

by his employer to  Castle' Dracula to

arrange for the purchase of a house and
estate in England { | )

.' From the first day of hrs startlng, 3

At the
Bistritz the landlady‘

srgns and wonders follow him.
“Golden Krone ” at’

'warns hun not to ﬂo to Castle ‘Dracula,
.| jand, finding that hlS purpose is unalterable,
places a rosary with a crucifix round his
neck, “ For this gift he has good cause to
be grateful afterwards. .
| 'passengers on the stage-coach grow more
qualities of his mind. Umformly upright -}End md;re alarmed aboit his safegty as they
come nearer' to the dominions of the:

~Kindly gifts are pressed upon

Harker’s fellow-

“wild . rose, garlic,» and mountain
ash These are meant to be'a protection
agamst the evil eye. The author seems
to know every corner of Transylvania and
‘all its supersuttons Presently in the
Borgo Pass a carriage with four ‘horses
drives up besrde the coach.  ‘“ The horses
were driven by a tall man with a long
‘brown beard, and a great black hat which
I could
only see the gleam of a pair of very bright
eyes, which seemed red in the lamplight
.-As ‘he. spoke he

‘sharp- lookmg teeth as - white as ivory.
One of my companions w1113pered the line
from Burgers ‘“Lenore’: ' ‘Deunn die
‘Todten reiten schnell” (¢ For the dead

travel fast’).”

This is the famous klng vamprre Count.
Dracula, in: ancient times a warlike Tran—
sylvaman noble. - ‘Jonathan Harker is:
‘conscious from the first that he is among.
.ghostly. and terrible surroundings. ' Even

| on the night journey to the Castle, wolves
| which :have. gathered round the: carriage

‘disappear when the terrible driver lifts his
hand. = On his arrival 'the guest is left

..wartrug, .and presently a tall old man,
| whom ‘he suspects from the beginning to.

‘be none other than the driver himself, bids
him ‘welcome to his house. The Count
‘never eats with his' guest. During the
‘day he is absent but ‘during the night he
‘converses, the. dawn~ breaking up the:
‘interview. ‘There are no mirrors to be
‘seen in auy part of the ancient. butldrng,
and the young sohc1tors fears are con-

e ——
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“IN ELLIMAN'S SAFETY
¢ T was called in a great hurry 'to a tamily
where the mother had administered Elliman’s
fngrror foran emulsion to four children, of ages.
from 14 fo seven years old; the next morning
the vietims were not a penny the worse.—

— ===

'M,R.C.S,, Oet, 28, ;896 "—Rheumatic Pams,

Lumbago, Sprams Bruises, Slight Cuts in
Healthy Persong, Sore Threat from. Cgld,

Chest Colds, Neuralgia from €old, Chilblains
This is thought to have |

2 erview on
Another mmlster who comes before us -been the most: remarkable int r 1 !

' Mr. Moffat got into

before broken, Corns  when pamful Tired
Feet, Stiffness from severe exercise, etc., are
pains all relieved by a prompt and freé use of
llliman’s Universal ]:mbrocatlon Bottles,
Bid,, 18, 14d., and 2s. qd.
I:Jllmar-, Sons, and Co. : Slough England

(]

mtnlster-_
he has

that: ~ Jonathan |’
‘Harker, ‘whose - dtary first 1ntroduces the |

_ Perhaps, however,"
it is not - unfatr to say that if Mr. T. F.

‘Henderson:  be .
elect  of Kerth UP Church

changed more in' becomlng identified with
_.Mr Henley than Mr. Henley has changed‘
by becoming identified with him.

| of a huge dog

| some book,

after another disappears.

L}

WEEKLY’

ﬁrmed by the fact that one mornmg, when' |

the ' Count comes une*rpectedly to  his

from London, and which covers the whole
room behind. The adventures of _]onathan
Harker will be read again . and again ;
the most powerful part of the - book
after this’ is the descrlptton ‘of the

Whttby A supernatural terror haunts the -

crew from the moment that they 1eave the_
Dardanelles and as time goes on one man.

_ It 13 ' whispered
that at night'a man, tall, thin, and ghastly

pale; is seen moving about the ship. The
mate, a  Roumanian, who probably knows
the vamplre legend, searches during the

day in a number of old boxes, and in one

he finds Count Dracula asleep His own

suicide and the death of the captain

follow, and when ‘the slnp arrives at
Whitby, the vampire escapes in the form

wholesome

entirely The

Impression.

| events which happen are so far removed

from ordmary experience that they do not
haunt the imagination unpleasantly. Itis
certain that no other writer of our day
could ' have produced SO marvellous a

’-book

On Monday morning I had the pleasure

of a short conversation with Mr. ‘Bram

-Stoker, who, -as most people know, is Sir

{ cula”

to. 'China,
| Turkey, the Chersonese, Russia, Poland,

Henry Irving’s manager  at the Lyceum
Theatre.. He told me, in reply to a ques-
tion, that the plot of the story-had been a

legend.”' ‘It ‘is undoubtedly,” he re-
-marked,
it touches both on mystery and. fact. In
the Middle Ages the terror of the vampire
‘depopulated whole villages.”

““Is there any historical ba51s for the

legend s

{ s 6 rested I 1mag1ne, on some such case

as this. A person may have ‘fallen into'a
death-like itrance and been buried before
the time. ' Afterwards the body may have
been dug up and found' alive, and from
this a horror seized upon the people, and
in their ignorance they imagined that a
‘vampire was about. © The more hysterical,
through excess of fear, might themselves
fall‘into ‘trances in the same way ; and so
the story \grew ‘that one vampire might
‘enslave many:. others and make them like
himself..  Even in, the single villages. it
\Was believed that there mrght be  many
such creatures. When once the panic
seized the populatlon, their only thought
was'to escape

¢ In'what parts of | Europe has tl‘llb
‘belief been most prevalent P2 -
¢ In:certain parts of Styria it has sur-
vived longest and with most intensity, but
‘the legend 1s common to many countries,
[celand, Germany, Saxony,

Italy, France, and Eng]and be51des all the
Tartar commun1t1es |

“In order to understand the legend, I
suppose it would be necessary’ to consult
many authorities ?”

Mr, Stoker told me that' the knowledge
of tamplre superstitions shown in Dra-

was gathered from a great deal of
miscellaneous reading. - \ ~
. **No one book that'I know \of will gwe
you all the facts. 1 learned.a good deal
from E. Gerard’s ¢ Essays on -Roumanian
Superstitions,” which first appeared in the:
WNineteenth Century, and were afterwards
‘published in a couple of volumes. I also
learned somethtng from Mr. Baring-Gould's
“Were-Wolves.. = Mr. Gould has Pro-
mised a book on vampires, but I do not
know whether he has made any progress
~with it.”

Readers of “Dracula” will remember
that the most famous character in it is Dr.
-van Helsing, the Dutch physician, who, by
extraordinary ' skill, self-devotion, and
labour, ﬁnally outwits and destroys the

vampire.
~Helsing 1S founded on a real character. |

'in.a_provincial newspaper, it is sug-
ested that high moral lessons might be
athered. from the book. I asked Mr.

purpose, but on this point he would give
no definite answer. *“I suppose that
_every book of the kind must contain some
lesson,” he remarked ; ‘but I prefer that_-
readers should find it out for themselves.”,
In reply to'further questions, Mr. Stoker
said that he was born in Dublin, and that
his work had lain for . thirteen years -in
the Civil Service. He is an M.A. of Trinity
College,. Dublin.  His brother-in-law is
Mr. Frankfort Moore, one of the ‘most
popular young writers of the day. He
began his literary. work early. The first i.
‘thing he
Dyties. of - Clerks. of Petty Sessjops.
Next came ‘a seues of = children’s
stories, ‘Under the Sunset,” published |
by Sampson Low, Then followed the
book by which!' ‘he has' hitherto been
best known, “ The SnakesPass” Messrs.
have . - published - in - their
JCAcme! library a fascinating - ltttle
volume' called ¢ The Watter's: Mou,” and
‘this, with ‘* The Shoulder of Shasta, ? com-
pletes Mr. Stoker's list of novels. He has
been in Londoun for some' nineteen years,
and believes that London is the' best
posstble place for a literary man. ‘A writer
will find a chance here if he is good for!|.
anythmg, and recognition is only a matter
of time.” Mr. Stoker speaks of .the

2y

Constable

l

Prepared only by generosny shown by literary men to one’

‘another in: a tone whtch shows that he at

The strange’ thing is that, .
‘although 1in-some respects this is a grite-.
it leaves on the mind an |

Mr. Stoker told me that van'

Stoker whether he had written with a'll

lpubltshed was a book on ‘ The .
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‘a very fascinating theme, since! |
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voyage of the Demeler from. Varna L

July
i R Hodder
Passcn rand Stoughton will

SRz pI.IbllSh the first of

S e ANNIE S. SWAN'S

PENNY STORIES.

The title of the fu'st
number will be . -

“THE

SECRET

OE i

DUNSTAN ‘

MERE R

| By ANNIE S. SWAN;

These will be pub=.
lished ' |
'EVERY THURSDAY,
and will be written
by Annie S. Swan,
and  other popular
novelists. As the de-
mand for fiction
becomes greater and

greater, it is. impera-
tively ‘necessary that
the supply should bpe
kept: pure and whole-=

- some. |
| The--"“-_Spectator,”. of
March - 13th, 1897,
{SAY S i

‘“The author who still
writes under her maiden
‘name - of ¢ Anme S.
Swan’ deserves all re-
“eSpect,. for the: influence
she has ‘exercised over
present- day  fiction by
-~ her strenuous example,
~and to some extent by
her precept, has been

, 'wholly for good.”’

It 1S hOped that the
publiz. will in very
large numbers accept
'the guarantee of Annie
5 Swans name for
a series of weekly
stories which' may be
introduced - -unhesita-
tingly into every home.

These stories® wdl be
 Christian in tone, and
’ 'sultable alike for Sun='
day and week = day

' reading. They will be

il i

‘In a recentleaderon * Dracula,” pubhshed

e S W E—— e T ==

real: stories -and not
‘sermons, ' thoroughly
mterestmg and dra=
matic.

'Great pams have been
spent on the get=up
of .the stories, which
-will be especially novel
and . attractive, far
surpassing that of any
- similar series in the
‘market. :The tales will
- be beautifully - illus=
trated. ' It 1is hoped
- that  all ‘readers of
‘¢« The British Weekly *’

~will order = the first
numper ' from their
_t newsagents, _

. The Storles wrll appear
'~_regularly every week.

—_—

'th’e Queen’s -dominions A

—
o

least, is not dtsposed to quarrel thh the

crlttcs

Mr. Stoker does not ﬁnd It necessary to
pubhsh through-a literary: agent. It always
seems to -him, he says, that an author
‘with an ordinary business capacity can do
better for himself than through any agent.
“Some men now-a-days are making ten

| thousand ‘a year' by their novels, and it
" seems hardly fair that they should pay ten

or five per cent..of this great sum to a
middleman.- By a dozen letters or so in
the course of the year they could settle
‘all, their literary. business  on their own
account 2 Though Mr. Stoker did not say
so, I am inclined to think that the literary
agent 1S to him'a ntneteenth century
vampire, .

No' interview dyripng this week would
be camplete ' without' a reference to the
Jubilee, so 1. asked - Mr. Stoker, as a
Londoner of nearly twenty years’ standing,
what he  thought of the celebrations.
“Everyone § he said, ‘' has been proud
that the great day went off'so successtully.
We have had a'magnificent survey of the
Empire,, and last ‘week’s procession

| brought home, as nothing else could have

‘done, the sense of the immense variety ot
LORNA.
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HIGII .CLASS . Il{lSl[ BUII‘LR Made on
| modern prlncrples fresh churned. Weekly
Su plies  to Prtvato Families, per: post paid—
S1lverc10$s Dairy,’ s}lbs 28§, Bd 5 1bs. 5s,, 8 lbs,
7S. 9d., 93 Ibs. gs.—A. R. Jacob, (.reunety, Llsmore,

Co, \thtr‘rlﬂrd



